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THE  TRUTH  ABOUT 
HOME    RULE 


BY 

PEMBROKE  WICKS,  LL.B.  (LONDON) 


BARKIS  1ER-AT  LAW 


WITH    A    PREFACE 

BY  THE  RIGHT   HON. 

SIR    EDWARD   CARSON,  K.C.,  M.P. 


From  SIR  EDWARD  CARSON'S  Preface — 

"  THE  writer  of  this  book  has  had  unique  opportunities  of 
studying  this  question  in  its  various  aspects  as  it  has  been 
presented  in  the  passage  of  the  Bill  through  the  House  of  Com- 
mons and  on  the  various  political  platforms  throughout  the 
country,  and  I  commend  a  study  of  it  to  all  those  who  prefer 
to  consider  what  Ireland  really  is  in  the  present  and  how  it  will 
best  develop  in  the  future  rather  than  be  for  ever  nursing  hatreds 
and  discontent  out  of  faults  and  failures  in  the  past  while  a 
brighter  dawn  has  arisen  in  our  native  land." 


LONDON  :    SIR    ISAAC    PITMAN    &    SONS,   LTD. 
No.    1    AMEN   CORNER,   E.G.  1913 


CJoUmn  TUagu*    and    (Toveitant 


convinced  in  our  conscience*  tb/al  "Kerne 
would  be  disastrous  to  tfce  material  well-being  of  Idlster 
as  well  «s  of  tt)c  wljoU  of  "Ireland.  subversive  of  our 
civil  and  religious  freedom,  destructive  of  our  clfUensljlp  and 
perilous  to  tye.  uultj  of  tlje  "tmplre,  we,  wljose  names  are  unoer- 
wrtttcn,  men  of  ICUter,  lo?al  subjects  of  "Kis  6racious  Mtaiest; 
"Klaa  (Beorje  V.,  ^umbtv  reiving  on  Ifye  <Bo6  wl>om  our  fathers  In 
6ays  of  stress  end  trial  confl5entlv  trusted,  oo'  ^ereb;  pU6je 
ourselves  In  solemn  (Tovenant  tl>rougl)out  lljls  our  time  of 
tbreateneo  calamitv  to  stano  bv  one  another  in  6efen6lng  for 
ourselves  ano  our  ct)U6ren  our  ct>erUl>eo  position  of  equal  cltUcen- 
sblp  in  tl>e  ICnited  liingiom  ani  In  usinj  ail  means  wljlcl)  ma;  be 
found  necessary  to  defeat  t^e  cresent  conspiracy  to  set  up  a 
Tfome  3\ule  'Parliament  In  "3relan6.  fl  -^\n&  In  tl)e  event  of 
sucb/  a  ~parliantent  beins  forced  upon  us  we  further  solemnly  and 
mutually  pledge  ourselves  to  refuse  to  recognise  its  auti^orltv.. 
1  "3n  sure  confidence  Ifytl  (Bod  will  defend  tije  rigb/t  .  we  b^eto 
subscribe  our  names.  1  TAnd  further,  we  individually  declare 
U>at  we  b/ave  nol  atreadv  signed  ibis  Covenant. 


Sfc   above  was  staiwd   k?  me  at._ 

ICUter  T>av."  Saturday.  28tb  September.  1912. 


Facsimile  of  the  parchment  copy  of  the  Solemn  League  and  Covenant 

which    was   given  to   each  of  the  signatories  of  that  document    in 

token  of  his   pledge.       In    this    instance    the   signature   is    that   of 

Sir  Edward  Carson. 


(Reproduced  from  the  book.) 


PUBLISHERS'    NOTE 

The  author  of  this  book  has  set  out  in  concise  form  the 
Unionist  arguments  against  the  proposal  to  set  up  a  separate 
Parliament  in  Ireland  with  a  lucid  exposition  of  the  real  facts 
o/  the  Irish  question.  An  interesting  feature  consists  of  the 
portraits  of  the  political  leaders  on  both  sides  of  the  controversy 
— Sir  Edward  Carson,  Mr.  Bonar  Law,  Mr.  Balfour,  Lord 
Londonderry,  Mr.  Asquith,  Mr.  Redmond,  and  Mr.  Birr  ell — 
while  a  facsimile  is  given  of  the  parchment  copy  of  the  Ulster 
Solemn  League  and  Covenant  handed  to  each  of  the  signatories 
of  that  document. 

While  especial  care  has  been  taken  to  explain  the  subject 
in  such  a  way  as  to  make  it  easily  understood  by  those  who  are 
not  familiar  with  current  Irish  politics,  at  the  same  time  the 
book,  which  is  crammed  with  instance  and  incident,  should 
prove  particularly  valuable  to  public  speakers  on  Home  Rule 
and  students  of  the  Irish  question. 

Among  other  topics  considered  are :  the  true  condition  of 
Ireland  to-day — the  nature  of  the  Nationalist  agitation  for 
Hume  Rule — an  examination  of  the  argument  that  the  demand 
for  Home  Rule  is  justified  by  the  existence  of  separate  parlia- 
ments in  the  Dominions  and  Colonies — a  consideration  of  the 
constructive  policy  of  the  Unionist  party,  and  a  brilliant 
exposition  of  the  contents  and  probable  effect  of  the  Home  Rule 
Bill  now  before  Parliament.  A  chapter  is  devoted  to  the 
position  of  Ulster  and  the  reasons  which  have  produced  the 
determination  of  the  men  of  the  North-East  of  Ireland  to  refuse 
to  submit  to  the  control  of  an  Irish  Parliament.  A  copy  of 
the  Home  Rule  Bill  is  given  at  the  end  of  the  book.  The 
authorities  for  quotations  from  speeches,  etc.,  are  carefully 
given  in  the  form  of  footnotes. 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  Killala  (Co.  Mayo)  Branch  of 
the  United  Irish  League,  the  Chairman  (Mr.  P.  W. 
Durkan) — a  prominent  local  Nationalist — gave  the 
following  advice — 

"  He  thought  it  well  to  inform  the  meeting  as  to 
the  cautiousness  that  active  members  should  proceed 
with  by  way  of  drafting  resolutions,  etc.  There  was 
not  a  Nationalist  newspaper  printed  in  Ireland  that 
anything  like  a  strong  resolution  appeared  in  but 
what  was  sent  to  the  House  of  Commons  ;  and  a 
certain  number  of  English,  Scotch,  and  Irish  Tories 
selected  specially  to  look  them  up  and  direct  the 
attention  of  anti-Home  Rulers  to  the  state  of  Ireland."  * 

From  an  English  point  of  view,  one  of  the  most 
remarkable  characteristics  of  Irish  Local  Government 
is  the  large  amount  of  time  devoted  by  County  and 
District  Councils  to  the  discussion  of  political  questions 
and  the  passing  of  political  resolutions.  Having 
regard  to  the  irfluence  of  the  United  Irish  League, 
such  a  condition  of  things  is  only  to  be  expected.  It 
is  unnecessary  to  multiply  illustrations,  but  the 
following  resolution  passed  at  the  time  of  the  South 
African  War  demonstrates  the  degree  of  political 
feeling  which  is  allowed  to  interrupt  the  proper 
discussion  of  local  matters. 

Resolution  passed  at  a  meeting  of  the  Mayo  County 
Council,  December  2nd,  1899,  Mr.  Conor  O'Kelly, 
M.P.,  in  the  chair — 

"  That  we,  the  members  of  the  Mayo  County  Council, 
congratulate  the  gallant  Boers  on  their  brilliant  defeats 
of  the  troops  of  the  pirate  Sixon.  That  we  hope  that 

1  Western  People,  June  22nd,  1912. 
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The  Ulster  Tour. 

Sir  Edward  Carson  and  his  colleagues  have  opened  the  real 
campaign  for  the  Union.  All  that  has  gone  before  has  been 
mere  skirmishing.  The  skirmishers  have,  indeed,  had  this 
valuable  result— they  have  disclosed  the  enemy's  position,  and 
the  forces  on  which  he  relies.  It  is  now  made  plain  that  not 
argument,  but  the  suppression  of  argument,  is  his  weapon. 
That  is  so  much  gained.  The  real  attack  has  to  be  made  in 
the  country,  not  in  Parliament.  The  first  stages  of  the  new 
strategic  movement  has  been  satisfactory  in  the  highest  degree. 
The  positions  selected  for  attack  were  difficult,  and  strongly 
occupied  by  the  foe.  Yet  everywhere,  at  Glasgow  and  Edin- 
burgh, Leeds,  Norwich  and  Bristol,  the  eighteen  Irishmen  met 
with  an  astonishing  success.  As  mere  displays  Glasgow  and 
Norwich  were  pre-eminent;  but  the  other  cities  were  no  whit 
behind  them  in  enthusiasm  for  the  great  cause- 

It  is  a  moving  spectacle,  that  of  a  whole  party  leaving 
Parliament  behind  them  to  appeal  to  the  people,  who  are  the 
masters  of  Parliament.  It  is  an  event  unique  in  our  Constitu- 
tional history.  It  is  so  understood  by  the  people,  it  has  fired 
their  imagination  as  nothing  else  could  do.  But  it  has  done 
more — it  has  brought  home  to  them  the  terrible  realities  of  the 
situation  which  Mr.  Asquith  has  created.  Not  only  have  they 
heard  the  solemn  menace  of  internal  strife,  but  they  have  seen, 
for  the  first  time,  what  is  the  true  foundation  and  excuse  for 
the  menace.  The  people  have  begun  to  realise  that  Ulster  is 
not  only  fighting  for  her  own  hand,  that  she  is  not  only  stand- 
ing for  all  Ireland  against  this  "  disastrous"  Bill,  but  that 
she  is  also  standing  for  the  political  liberties  of  the  whole 
nation.  Ulster  will  fight  against  the  tyranny  of  the  Prime 
Minister  as  Simon  de  Montfort  and  Hampden  and  Cromwell 
and  the  men  of  1688  fought  against  the  tyranny  of  a  King. 
It  does  not  matter  who  is  the  tyrant,  it  is  the  tyranny  which 
counts.  It  does  not  matter  who  suppresses  the  liberties  of  the 
people,  the  fact  remains  that  those  liberties  are  filched  from 
them. 

The  people  of  this  country  did  not  realise  what  the  Parlia- 
ment Act  meant  when  it  was  in  the  making,  or,  if  they  did 
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dimly  perceive  it,  they  were  duped  by  .the  Premier's  assurance 
that  its  existence  would  be  but  brief.  Now  they  understand 
that  they  have  been  cheated,  they  realise  the  enormity  of  the 
crime  which  has  been  committed.  It  is  the  Ulster  men  who 
have  brought  it  home  to  them,  and  therein  lies  the  cause  of 
their  triumphant  progress. 

The  Verdict  of  Altrincham. 

Home  Rule  was  the  issue  on  which  Altrincham  was  fought 
and  won.  Not  only  did  Mr.  Hamilton  put  it  in  the  forefront 
of  his  programme,  but  the  Liberal  Party  definitely  made  it 
the  deciding  factor  in  the  struggle.  Day  in  and  day  out  the 
Manchester  Guardian,  the  leading  Liberal  paper  in  the  pro- 
vinces, perhaps  in  the  whole  country,  devoted  columns  to  the 
question,  not  only  of  Home  Rule  generally,  but  most  particu- 
larly to  the  attitude  of  Ulster.  It  spoke  of  "  revolution,"  of 
"  anarchy,"  of  "  disloyal  impudence." 

"  If  Altrincham,"  it  said,    "  did  give  the  revolution 
the  desired  vote  of  confidence  .   .   .  the  heroes  of  these  dis- 
loyalties and  libels  would  feel  it  an  encouragement  to  go 
straight  ahead  with  their  own  methods.     It  looks  quite  an 
exceptional  opportunity  for  all  Altrincham  people  to  show 
in  their  own  way  that  their  own  loyalty  is  serious." 
No  doubt  it  was  an  exceptional  opportunity,  and  Altrinc- 
ham made  full  use  of  it.     We  firmly  believe  that  the  men  of 
Altrincham  are  staunch  in  their  loyalty,  and  would  have  voted 
to  a  man  in  opposition  to  Ulster  had  they  thought  that  there 
was  aught  of  disloyalty  in  Ulster's  resistance  to  Home  Rule. 

They  supported  Ulster,  and  so  proclaimed  their  conviction 
that  disloyalty  to  a  King  is  one  thing  and  resistance  to  the 
autocratic  mandates  of  a  discredited  and  discreditable  junta  is 
another.  Altrincham  declared  that  it  is  not  disloyal  to  cling 
to  the  full  citizenship  of  Britain,  to  decline  to  be  parted  from 
her,  to  refuse  to  submit  to  the  rule  of  men  whose  proved  dis- 
loyalty is  their  proudest  boast.  Liberalism  challenged  the 
policy  of  Ulster,  and  Altrincham  answered  "  Ulster  is  right." 

Flouting-  Public  Opinion. 

Colonel  Seely,  M.P.  in  a  speech  at  Barnstaple,  is  reported 
as  saying:  — 

"  That  the  Government  did  not  mean  to  go  back,  but 
forward.  If  anyone  supposed  that  the  result  of  the  Altrin- 
cham bye-election,  in  which  a  great  many  plural  voters 
took  part,  was  a  sign  that  people  thought  the  Government 
were  going  too  fast,  he  said  that  the  Government  did  not 
believe  it,  and  would  have  none  of  it-  They  believed 
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that  this  wealthy   country   could   well   afford  to  go  much 
further  on  the  path  they  had  mapped  out  for  themselves, 
and  they   meant  to  keep   the  flag   of   progress   flying." — 
(Times,   May  30,   1913.) 
And  Mr.   Ure  before  the  polling  at  Altrincham  declared 

in  plain  language  at  Hale  in  the  constituency,  that :  — 

"  It  would  be  a  great  discouragement  and  disappoint- 
ment to  the  Prime  Minister  and  his  colleagues  if  the 
electors  of  Altrincham  failed  to  support  them  at  this 
critical  stage,  though  he  must  add,  as  a  very  humble 
member  of  Mr.  Asquith's  Administration,  that  whatever 
the  electors  of  that  division  chose  to  do  on  Wednesday 
next  the  Government  would  go  on  and  complete  their 
task."— Daily  Mail,  May  27,  1913. 
These  pronouncements  are  at  variance  with  Mr.  Asquith's 

clear  statement,  that  the  progress  of  Bills  under  the  Parliament 

Act   is   directly    dependent    upon     ' '  a     stable     and     consistent 

public   opinion   in    the   constituencies." 

Mr.   Asquith   wrote  :  — • 

"It  is  of  the  essence  of  the  Parliament  Act,  both  in 
its  letter  and  spirit,  that  a  Bill  which  becomes  law  under 
its    operations   must    have    commanded    during    three    con- 
secutive Sessions  the  unswerving  support  of  the  House  of 
Commons,    dependent   directly   in   its   turn   upon    a   stable 
and    consistent    public    opinion    in    the    constituencies. "- 
Letter   to   Home  Rule   Council,    published   in   Home   Rule 
Notes,  December  9,   1911. 
No  account  now  is  to  be  taken   of   "public   opinion!" 

England  Against  Home  Rule. 

An  analysis  of  the  division  on  the  Second  Reading  of  the 
Home  Rule  Bill  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  June  10  shows 
that  of  the  English  M.P.'s  203  voted  for  the  Bill  and  270 
against  it. 

There  is  in  England,  then,  no  majority  for  the  Home  Rule 
Bill,  which  establishes  a  new  constitution  for  England.  It  is 
to  be  forced  on  England  against  her  will. 

The  figures  for  the  four  portions  of  the  United  Kingdom 
are :  — 

Ayes.  Noes. 

England         205      240 

Scotland         54      11 

Ireland  83 18 

Wales  28 3 

370  272 
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Home  Rule  for  Scotland. 

After  Ireland,  Scotland.  The  House  of  Commons  on 
May  30  read  a  second  time  a  Scottish  Home  Rule  Bill.  Scot- 
tish Liberals  are  desperately  anxious  that  after  Irish  Home 
Rule  the  forty-two  Irish  members  who  remain  behind  shall  not 
be  allowed  to  meddle  in  Scottish  affairs.  So  they  have  deter- 
mined without  delay  to  put  forward  their  demand  for  the 
withdrawal  of  all  Scottish  affairs  from  Westminster  and  for 
their  consideration  by  a  Scottish  Parliament  free  from  Irish 
interference. 

Unfortunately,  the  demand  lost  its  value  from  the  fact 
that  it  could  only  be  carried  in  the  House  of  Commons  by 
Irish  votes;  the  division  showed  "  Ayes  "  204,  "  Noes"  159, 
and  63  Irish  Nationalists  voting  with  the  "Ayes." 

The  greater  inconsistency  was,  however,  their  refusal  to 
abolish  or  even  reduce  Scottish  representation  in  the  House  of 
Commons  at  Westminster.  They  proposed  that  no  English 
M-P.'s  should  have  anything  to  say  on  Scottish  affairs,  but 
that  the  present  number  of  Scottish  M.P.'s  should  sit  and  vote 
on  English  affairs. 

If  the  two  Home  Rule  schemes  were  in  operation  we  should 
have  72  Scottish  M.P.'s  and  42  Irish  M.P.'s— a  total  of  114 
M.P.'s  sitting  for  constituencies  outside  England  but  voting 
and  speaking  on  English  affairs,  whilst  English  M.P.'s  would 
not  have  a  word  to  say  on  Scottish  and  Irish  questions. 

England  with  114  foreign  votes  on  her  affairs  would  be  a 
long  way  from  enjoying  Home  Rule. 

Ulster's  Imperial  Representation. 

In  the  House  of  Commons,  on  June  9,  Mr.  Balfour  moved 
the  rejection  of  the  Home  Rule  Bill,  and,  referring  to  the 
position  of  Ulster  under  the  Bill,  he  said:  — 

"  May  I  just  ask  the  House  to  consider  what  it  is  they 
are  asking  Ulster  to  accept?  In  the  first  place,  you  are 
requiring  Ulster  to  maintain  her  full  payment  for  Imperial 
purposes,  and  at  the  same  time  to  be  shorn  of  half  her 
representation  in  the  Imperial  Councils.  Nobody  denies 
that,  I  presume.  You  are  requiring  Ulster  to  pay  her 
full  share  of  taxation  for  Imperial  purposes,  and  you  are 
depriving  her  of  half  her  representation  in  the  Imperial 
Councils.  That  is  absolutely  inconsistent  with  every  con- 
ceivable constitutional  arrangement  that  any  country  ever 
consented  to  accept.  .  •  . 

"  That  (Scottish  Home  Rule)  Bill  retained  in  this 
House  the  full  Scottish  representation,  and  not  only  did  it 
retain  in  this  House  full  Scottish  representation,  but  the 
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Scotsmen  who  spoke  in  defence  of  it  said  nothing  would 
induce  them  to  abate  one  jot  or  tittle  of  their  full  repre- 
sentation in  this  House,  although  they  were  to  be  given 
control  of  their  own  affairs.  Such  an  arrangement 
would  have  been  a  monstrous  injustice  to  England,  but  I 
entirely  agree  if  I  were  a  Scotsman,  or,  being  a  Scotsman, 
if  I  had  been  a  Scotch  Home  Ruler,  I  would  not  have 
given  up  any  one  of  the  seventy-two  Members.  If  I  had 
been  challenged  on  that  I  should  have  said,  '  Very  well, 
I  will  wait  until  the  whole  question  of  Federalism,  if  it  is 
ever  to  come,  is  settled  in  this  country,  and  then  we  will 
see  what  Scotland  ought  to  have.' 

; '  The  point  I  want  to  drive  into  the  House  is  this : 
The  Secretary  for  Scotland,  a  Member  of  the  Cabinet,  pre- 
sumably speaking  for  the  Government  of  which  he  is  a 
Member,  and,  certainly  speaking  for  the  majority  of 
Scottish  Members,  declared  most  emphatically  that  on  prin- 
ciple he  would  never  allow  Scottish  representation  to  be 
diminished.  Then  why  are  you  going  to  diminish  the 
representation  of  Ulster  ?  By  what  right  do  you  do  to 
Ulster  what  you  dare  not  do  to  Scotland?  " — Parl.  Deb. 
Cols.  1288-1290. 


Mr.  Balfour  made  scathing  references  to  the  Radicals, 
whose  deep  anxiety  is  for  other  countries,  but  heartily  sup- 
port Ulster's  coercion.  He  said  : — 

"If  it  were  Albania  that  was  being  treated  so,  if  the 
Foreign  Secretary  for  the  time  being  heard  that  in  one  of 
these  rearrangements  of  European  policy  anything  was 
being  attempted  by  other  Powers  to  do  for  any  fraction  of 
Eastern  Europe  or  Western  Asia  that  which  you  are  now 
doing  to  Ulster,  why  the  Foreign  Secretary  would  send 
dispatches  of  the  most  convincing  and  conclusive  descrip- 
tion, the  Chancellories  all  over  Europe  would  be  moved, 
and  a  resolution  in  this  House  would  certainly  be  moved 
by  one  of  the  gentlemen  below  the  gangway  opposite,  much 
more  anxious  for  the  liberties  of  other  people  than  for  the 
liberties  of  the  people  for  whom  they  are  primarily  respon- 
sible. It  is  the  misfortune  of  Ulster  that  it  is  not  two 
thousand  miles  away,  that  it  does  not  speak  a  different 
language,  and  that  it  does  not  have  another  religion,  but 
that  it  is  within  the  sight  of  your  shores,  and  that  it 
speaks  your  own  language,  and  that  it  shares  your  own 
religion.  Therefore,  it  loses  all  title  and  claim  for  that 
careful  regard  which  hon.  gentlemen  opposite  have  for 
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distant  populations  and  alien  races,  and,  without  the  least 
hesitation — they  seem  to  think  that  they  are  doing  a  liighly 
moral  action,  an  action  which  is  in  conformity  with  the 
best  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  and  an  action  which  is  going 
to  promote  the  liberties  and  government  of  mankind — they 
are  putting  this  area  of  the  North-East  corner  of  Ireland 
under  the  control  of  a  dominating  Nationalist  Assembly." 
—Parl.  Deb.,  June  9,  1913,  Cols.  1292-1293. 

Mr.  Redmond  Errs. 

Speaking  at  Leeds  on  June  18,  1913,  Mr.  John  Redmond 
said : 

"  Here  is  the  resolution  which  I  moved,  and  which 
was  accepted  by  that  Parliament  (in  1908) :  '  That  the 
present  system  of  government  in  Ireland  is  in  opposition 
to  the  will  of  the  Irish  people,  and  gives  them  no  voice  in 
the  management  of  their  own  affairs ;  that  the  system  is 
consequently  inefficient  and  extravagantly  costly ;  that  it 
does  not  enjoy  the  confidence  of  any  section  of  the  popu- 
lation ;  that  it  is  productive  of  universal  discontent  and 
unrest ;  and  is  incapable  of  satisfactorily  promoting  the 
material  and  intellectual  progress  of  the  people;  that  the 
reform  of  Irish  government  is  a-  matter  vital  to  the 
interests  of  Ireland  and  calculated  greatly  to  promote  the 
well-being  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  and  in  the 
opinion  of  this  House  the  solution  of  this  problem  can  be 
obtained  only  by  giving  to  the  Irish  people  the  legislative 
and  executive  control  of  all  purely  Irish  affairs,  subject 
to  the  supreme  authority  of  the  Imperial  Parliament." — 
Yorkshire  Observer,  June  19,  1913. 

With  all  respect  to  Mr.  John  Redmond,  the  resolution 
he  quoted  is  not  the  resolution  he  moved  in  the  House  of 
Commons  in  1908.  The  resolution  as  given  by  Mr.  Rdmond 
was  carried,  but  the  words  in  italics  were  not  in  the  resolution 
which  Mr.  John  Redmond  moved.  This  omission  is  significant, 
as  it  deals  with  the  question  of  Imperial  supremacy. 

They  were  inserted  as  an  amendment  to  Mr.  John  Red- 
mond's motion  by  the  present  Solicitor-General,  Sir  John 
Simon,  after  Mr.  Asquith  had  declared  that  he  could  not  vote 
for  Mr.  John  Redmond's  resolution  as  it  stood  without  the 
qualifying  phrase. 

These  incidents  can  hardly  have  escaped  Mr.  Redmond's 
memory.  They  are  an  illustration  of  the  reluctance  of  the 
Irish  Nationalists  to  acquiesce  in  declarations  respecting  the 
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supremacy  of  the  Imperial  Parliament,  and  it  is  well  that  the 
facts  should  not  be  forgotten  now,  although  Mr.  Redmond 
produces  a  new  version  of  history. 

A  Militant  Professor. 

Sneaking  at  a  meeting  of  Nationalists  held  at  Kingstown, 
on  May  30th,  1913,  Prof.  Kettle  said:  — 

"  If  Captain  Cooper's  question  to  me  is  this:  'What 
ought  to  be  the  proper  action  of  an  Irish  Government,  or 
of  persons  charged  with  the  government  of  Ireland,  if 
after  a  Bill  has,  under  all  due  constitutional  forms,  passed 
both  Houses  of  Parliament,  after  having  been  signed  by 
the  King,'  I  can  answer  him  very  easily.  .  .  . 

"  I  can  tell  him  there  are  some  men  in  South  Dublin 
whose  great  grandfathers  rose  in  '98,  or  in  1803,.  against 
the  established  government  of  that  day,  and  I  can  tell 
him  that  they  were  either  shot  down  Or  hanged  like 
dogs.  I  can  tell  him,  in  the  Tithe  agitation  of  the  '30's; 
I  can  tell  him,  in  the  Young  Ireland  movement  of  '48 ;  I 
can  tell  him,  in  the  Fenian  movement  of  '67 ;  I  can  tell 
him,  in  every  movement  in  which  Nationalists  and  men 
who  believed  in  Ireland  rose  against  the  established  govern- 
ment, and  were  beaten — I  can  tell  him  they  were  men  who 
were  able  to  take  their  medicine. 

"  I  can  tell  him  further,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  any 
Government  in  these  days,  when  any  small  insubordin- 
ate section  rises  in  revolt,  to  make  effective  against 
them  the  maxim  that  they  who  take  the  sword  shall 

perish  by  the  SWOrd.  I,  at  any  rate,  do  not  shrink 
from  the  full  consequences  of  that  proposal  if  the  wooden 
guns  of  .Ulster  should  be  transformed  into  sound  metal ; 
if  North-East  Ulster  should  rise  in  revolt  against  the  due 
decision  of  the  Parliament  of  these  countries — then,  I  say, 
without  mitigation  or  modification,  or  a  saving-clause  of 
any  kind,  it  will  become  the  duty  of  the  Government  of 
the  country  to  put  into  operation,  against  those  gentlemen, 
the  penalties  that  were  put  into  operation  against  us  when 
we  bore  them." — Freeman's  Journal,  May  31st,  1913. 
Again  at  a  meeting  at  Newbridge  on  June  8,  1913,  he 
said  :'-£- 

But  at  the  very  first  overt  act  of  rebellion,  violence, 
or  riot,  then  it  became  the  duty  of  the  Government  of 
this  country — a  duty  to  which  the  Nationalists  would  hold 
it — to  exercise  against  those  guilty  of  that  invasion  of  the 
authority  of  the  State,  and  of  public  peace  the  full  punitive 
rigours  of  the  law." — Freeman's  Journal,  June  9,  1913. 
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No  Compromise. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell,  M.P.,  speaking  at  a  meeting  held  for 
the  purpose  of  reorganising  the  United  Irish  League  at  Bally- 
cormack  on  May  25,  1913,  said:  — 

"  We  want  no  compromise  whatever  ;  we  have  gone 

to  the  utmost  limits  of  compromise  so  far  as  Home  Rule 
is  concerned;  and  if  the  Bill  were  to  be  passed  now  it 
could  only  be  by  compromise.  We  want  no  compromise 
on  the  Bill." — Longford  Leader,  May  31,  1913. 

The  Lonely  Vigil. 

He  continued :  — 

"  I  will  breathe  more  freely  when  this  Session  is 
brought  to  a  close.  They  gave  the  Government  a  great 
shaking  in  one  case  in  what  was  called  the  snap  division 
of  November  last,  and  the  Irish  Party  must  be  careful  to 
see  that  it  is  not  repeated.  It  is  a  lonely  thing  to  see  the 
80  Irish  Members,  or  74,  as  we  are  now,  there  watching 
patiently  day  after  day  and  night  after  night,  to  see  that 
the  Government  that  is  passing  the  Home  Rule  Bill  is 
kept  in  power  till  safety  is  reached-  It  is  indeed  a  lonely 
vigil." — Longford  Leader,  May  31,  1913. 

Saved  Again. 

"  Sixty-three  members  of  the  Irish  Parliamentary 
Party  voted  in  the  snap  division  on  Friday  last,  June  13, 
when  the  Government  majority  came  down  to  36." — Free- 
man's Journal,  June  17,  1913. 

The  New  Ireland. 

In  the  House  of  Commons,  on  June  10,  1913,  on  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Home  Rule  Bill,  Mr.  Birrell  paid  an 
eloquent  tribute  to  Unionist  work  for  Ireland  within  the 
Union.  He  said:  — 

"  Although  people  call  me  a  sentimentalist  for  saying 
it,  I  say  a  new  Ireland  has  sprung  up  since  the  late  Leader 
of  the  Opposition  was  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland.  Wher- 
ever you  go  you  see  evidence  of  a  new  life,  and  you  see  a 
thousand  evidences  of  the  fair  beginning  of  a  tide.  (An 
Hon.  Member:  'Under  the  Union.')  There  is  a  great 
movement  in  Ireland,  a  movement  which  you  see  wherever 
you  go. 

"  Whether  you  go  to  Rosconunon  on  to  Mayo  you  see 
springing  up  in  what  was  once  a  dreary  landscape  hundreds 
and  hundreds  of  cheerful  homesteads,  and  you  see  the  occu- 
pants of  those  houses  busily  occupied  tilling  their  own 
fields. 
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' '  If  you  go  into  the  bookshops  in  Dublin  you  will  find 
them  crowded  with  books  on  history,  on  archaeology,  on  the 
Irish  language,  on  Irish  literature,  and  the  Irish  drama, 
books  of  original  research,  putting  forward  new  views  with 
new  learning,  and  books  of  imagination  as  well  as  books 
of  learning. 

"  If  you  go  even  into  the  Courts  of  Trinity,  so  ably 
represented  by  the  right  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  (Sir 
E.  Carson)  you  will  find  among  the  younger  members  of 
that  famous  foundation  a  new  spirit.  You  will  find  it 
there,  and  you  will  find  it,  at  all  events,  equally  vocal  and 
vehement  in  the  crowded  classes  of  the  new  universities 
of  Dublin  and  of  Belfast,  where,  I  am  happy  to  say,  at 
this  moment,  during  this  term,  over  150  Roman  Catholic 
students  are  sitting  side  by  side  leading  the  same  collegiate 
life  and  learning  to  love  and  to  be  proud  of  their  alma, 
water.  Yes,  and  that  in  Belfast  I"— Col.  1563-4. 

Irish  Savings. 

1892.  1912. 

Deposits  and  Cash  Balances— Joint  Stock  Banks£35,375,000  .£57,651.000 

Balances— Post    Office    Savings   Banks ,£4,204,000  =£12,824,000 

Balances — Trustee   Savings   Banks           £1,967,000  .£2,606,000 

—From  Cd.  6836,  Banking  and  Railway  Statistics  (Ireland). 

Home  Rule  Finance. 

A  White  Paper  [Cd.  6879]  has  just  been  published  show- 
ing for  the  year  1913-14  the  figures'for  Irish  revenue  and 
expenditure  under  the  provisions  of  the  Home  Rule  Bill. 

Irish  revenue,  as  estimated  for  1913-14,  amounts  to 
£10,875,500,  and  expenditure  to  £12,582,000,  showing  a 
deficit  of  £1,706,500. 

Of  Irish  expenditure  the  division  is  as  follows :  — 

£ 

Transferred  Services  (including  Post  Office)  ...     6,886,500 
Reserved    Services  ...         ...     5,695,500 


£12,582,000 

The  following  is  a  comparison  of  the  various  set  of  figures 
which  have  been  put  forward :  — 

IRISH  REVENUE. 

£ 

Original  Estimate  (1912-13)  [Cd.  6154]  ...  10,839,000 
Actual  (1912-13),  Approximate  [Cd.  6844]  ...  10,644,000 
Estimate  (1913-14)  [Cd.  6879]  10,875,500 
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It  will  be  noted  that  the  actual  receipts  in  1912-13  fell 
below  the  estimate  by  some  £195,000,  and  this  year  are  esti- 
mated to  be  above  last  year's  receipts  by  £231,000.  The  Govern- 
ment's optimistic  mood  still  continues,  notwithstanding  last 
year's  experience. 

Turning  to  Irish  expenditure,  we  find  the  figures  to  be :  — 

IRISH   EXPENDITURE. 


Transferred 
Services. 

Reserved 
Services. 

Total. 

Original  estimate  (1912-13) 
Actual  (1912-13)        
Estimate  (1913-14)    .. 

£ 
7,062,000 
6.754,000 

6,886,500 

5,292,000 
5,383,000 
5,695,500 

£ 
12,354,000 
12,137  000 
12,582,000 

The  increase  in  the  cost  of  the  reserved  services  will  be 
noticed:  actually  £91,000  over  the  estimate  in  1912-13,  and 
this  year  estimated  to  be  £403,000  over  the  estimate  originally 
presented. 

It  may  be  pointed  out  that  increases  in  the  cost  of  the 
reserved  services  after  Home  Rule  have  to  be  met  by  the 
British  taxpayer — an  arrangement,  the  working  of  which  shows 
that  the  Bill  does  not  cut  our  loss  in  respect  of  Ireland,  as 
Mr.  Birrell  would  have  us  believe. 

The  deficit  which  we  shall  have  to  meet,  including  the  free 
grant  of  £500,000,  is  estimated,  according  to  the  last  figures, 
to  be  £2,206,500. 

The  various  figures  for  the  deficit  have  been :  — 

£ 

Original  Estimate  (1912-13)  ...  2,015,000 
Actual  (1912-13)  ...  '  ...  1,993,000 
Estimate  (1913-14)  2,206,500 

The  only  thing  which  seems  at  all  certain  from  these  figures 
is  the  increasing  amount  of  the  deficit  which  we  are  called 
upon  to  pay. 

The  sum  of  £2,206,500  does  not,  of  course,  represent  the 
whole  cost,  as  it  does  not  include  the  Irish  share  of  Imperial 
expenditure — all  of  which  has  to  be  borne  by  Great  Britain. 

Where  will  the  Money  Come  From  ? 

In  the  House  of  Commons  on  June  9,  1913.  Mr.  G.  Locker- 
Lampson  dealt  effectively  with  the  difficulties  of  developme.it 
under  Home  Rule  through  want  of  funds.  He  said:  — 
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"  I  do  not  believe  that  for  years  to  come  there  will  be 
any  practicable  economies  possible  in  Irish  administration. 
Mr.  Ennis,  who  is  chairman  of  the  General  Council  of 
the  County  Councils  in  Ireland,  gave  evidence  before  the 
Committee,  and  gave  it  as  his  opinion — and  I  quote  his  own 
words  here  in  answer  to  Mr.  Huth  Jackson,  a  director  of 
the  Bank  of  England,  that:  — 

'  It  will  take  a  period  of  twenty  to  twenty-five 
years  to  bring  down  the  cost  of  civil  administration  in 
Ireland  to  anything  like  a  reasonable  figure.' 
That  is  the  opinion  of  the  man  who  knows  Ireland 
through  and  through,  and  whose  evidence  was  considered 
so  important  by  the  Committee  that  he  was  the  only  wit- 
ness who  was  examined  on  more  than  one  day.  And  in  con- 
junction with  this  deliberate  opinion  by  a  man  who  really 
knows  what  he  is  talking  about,  you  have  what  is  admitted 
to  be  necessary  an  enormous  expenditure  if  the  progress  of 
Ireland  during  the  last  quarter  of  a  century  is  to  be  main- 
tained. Mr.  Bailey,  one  of  the  Estates  Commissioners, 
made  this  question  of  enormous  future  expenditure  per- 
fectly plain  in  his  evidence  before  the  Committee,  and  I 
hope  the  House  will  forgive  me  if  I  quote  one  or  two 
answers  he  gave  to  questions  put  to  him.  The  Bishop  of 
Ross  asked  him  the  following  question:  — 

'  You  require  a  higher  national  development  or  a 
much  wider  development   than    merely    assisting    the 
individual  tenant  ? 
"and  Mr.  Bailey  answered:  — 

'  Yes  I  think  you  must  face  it  in  a  big  way.' 
"  The  Bishop  of  Ross  asked:  — 

'  In    districts     you    must     have     large     drainage 
schemes  ?  ' 
'Yes.' 

'  For  those  you  could  not  combine  the  individual 
tenants ;  they  must  be  a  sort  of  national  work  ?  ' 

'  Mr.  Bailey :    Quite  so,  districts  like  the  Barrow 
Valley  and  the  Bann  and  a  large  part  of  the  Shannon 
area.     You  must  do  it  on  a  big  scale.' 
'  The  Bishop  of  Ross  then  asked :  — 

'  In  the  same  way  with  afforestation,  it  must  be 
done,  if  done  at  all,  in  a  big  way,  must  it  not?  ' 
"Mr.  Bailey  answered:  — 

'  Yes-  At  the  present  they  are  trying,  under  the 
Department  of  Agriculture,  to  do  a  great  deal  of  work 
in  that  way,  and  they  have  got  a  good  deal  of  money,  I 
understand,  from  the  Development  Commission;  but 
very  much  more  requires  to  be  done.' 

c  2 
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"  And,  finally,  the  Bishop  of  Ross  asked:  — 

'  It  requires  a  long  time,   and  it  requires  to  be 
done  in  a  regular  way  ?  ' 
"  And  Mr.  Bailey  answered:  — 

'  Yes,  it  requires  to  be  done  on  a  great  scale.  .   .' 
"  I  will  make  one  more  very  short  quotation.  Mr.  Law- 
rence Waldron,  a  distinguished  member    of    the    Dublin 
Stock  Exchange,  gave  evidence  before  the  Committee,  and 
he  was  asked  by  Sir  Henry  Primrose :  — 

'  Do  you  consider,  if  there  was  an  Irish  Execu- 
tive established  subject  to  an  Irish  Parliament,  that 
that  would  make  it  more  difficult  to  raise  money  than 
it  is  now  ?  ' 
' '  His  answer  was  :  — 

'I  think  it  would.' 
— Parl.   Deb.,   June  9,   1913,   Cols.    1367-9. 

Union  Jack  Attacked. 

Replying  to  a  question  by  Captain  Craig  in  the  House  of 
Commons  on  June  5,  Mr.  Birrell  said  that  the  police  authorities 
had  informed  him  that :  — 

"  About  7.30  p.m.  on  31st  May,  a  motor-car  convey- 
ing crippled  children  from  Mountstewart,  passed  up  Lee- 
son  Street,  Belfast,  from  the  direction  of  the  Grosvenor 
Road.  Two  of  the  three  crippled  children  were  put  down 
at  their  homes-  The  third  was  conveyed  to  Abyssinia 
Street,  where  the  motor-car  stopped.  A  number  of  per- 
sons surrounded  the  car  and  pulled  down  some  small  Union 
Jacks  which  were  in  it.  The  person  in  charge  of  the 
children  was  struck  several  times,  but  was  not  injured. 
The  report  made  to  me  by  the  police  does  not  bear  out 
the  statement  that  an  attempt  was  made  to  assault  the 
crippled  child  who  was  in  the  car.  The  occurrence  was 
reported  to  the  police  by  this  gentleman  on  the  evening 
of  the  2nd  instant.  He  is  unable  to  identify  any  of  the 
persons  concerned,  and  the  police  did  not  witness  the 
occurrence,  being  unaware  that  the  motor  was  coming  to 
Abyssinia  Street,  as  it  did  not  leave  from  that  street  in 
the  morning.  The  police  are  making  careful  inquiries,  but 
so  far  they  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  information 
with  regard  to  the  offenders  which  would  justify  an 
arrest."— Parl.  Deb.,  June  5,  1913.  Cols.  1013-4. 
As  a  supplementary  question,  Mr.  C.  Craig  pertinently 
inquired  :  — 

"  Why,    when   the   Nationalists  in   Ireland    desire   to 
insult  the  National  flag,   do  they  always  seize  an  oppor- 
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tunity   when   there  is   no   one   but   children   and   cripples 

about?" 

Needless  to  say,   Mr.   Birrell  did  not  attempt  an  answer. 

Ireland  a  Nation. 

Mr.  John  Redmond,  M.P.,  speaking  in  St.  Andrew's  Hall, 
Glasgow,  on  June  16,  1913,  said:  — 

"  Let  me  say  to  you  frankly,  and  I  hope  my  words 
will  reach  Sir  Edward  Carson  and  his  friends,  that  we  in 
Ireland  will  never  under  any  circumstances,  no  matter 
what  the  future  has  in  store  for  us,  abandon  the  sentiment 
of  our  distinct  and  separate  Irish  nationality.  .  ."- 
Freeman's  Journal,  June  17,  1913. 

Home  Rule  "Loyalty." 

From   the    Irish-American    (May    3,    1913):  — 

"  The  only  result  for  Ireland  of  the  establishment 
of  the  "All-red  Route"  would  be  to  link  Ireland  closer 
with  the  British  Empire — to  make  it  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  a  part  of  England,  to  anglicize  and  vulgarize  the 
native  West.  Fortunately  the  project  is  as  yet  only  an 
idea,  but  if  it  is  ever  definitely  begun  it  behoves  every 
Irishman  to  oppose  it  tooth  and  nail." 
What  a  contrast  to  Mr.  John  Redmond's  loyal  utterances. 

Nationalists  and  the  Army. 

From  the  Belfast  News-Letter,  June  16,  1913:  — 

"  At  Millstree,  County  Cork,  yesterday  morning,  was 
found  printed  in  bold  letters  with  a  tar  brush  at  the 
corner  of  every  street  in  the  town  the  inscription,  '  Boycot 
England's  Immoral  Army.'  There  were  also  extensively- 
posted  printed  notices  calling  on  young  men  not  to  join 
the  British  Army  or  Navy. 

Unionist  Chairman  Ousted. 

To-day,  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Mullingar  Rural 
District  Council,  Mr.  Joseph  O'Neill,  the  outgoing  Chairman, 
having  been  unanimously  re-elected,  Mr-  C.  Lennon  proposed 
Mr.  Jeremiah  Gibson,  the  outgoing  Vice-Chairman,  also  for 
re-election.  He  said  that  it  had  been  complained  of  during 
the  past  twelve  months  at  that  Council  that  Mr.  Gibson  had 
attended  a  Unionist  meeting  in  Mullingar.  Well,  he  never 
considered  Mr.  Gibson  to  be  a  Nationalist,  and  the  fact  of 
his  being  a  Unionist  was  the  reason  why  he  had  proposed 
him  as  Vice-Chairman  of  that  Council  a  year  ago".  If  Mr. 
Gibson  were  a  Nationalist  what  thanks  would  there  have  been 
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to   that   Council    to   elect    him    Vice-Chairman  ?      They    were 

asked  to  be  tolerant,  and  in  what  better  way  could  they 
show  their  tolerance  there  than  by  electing  a  man  like  Mr. 
Gibson  to  the  Vice-Chair. 

MR.  J.  DONOHOE,  J.P.  (Chairman  Board  of  Guardians), 
seconded,  and  MR-  N.  MORAN  said  when  they  elected  Mr. 
Gibson  they  looked  on  him  as  a  Nationalist. 

MR.  EGAN  proposed,  and  MR.  TIMES  seconded,  Mr. 
William  Gillinan  for  the  vice-chair. 

MR.  TIMBS,  in  seconding,  said  that  he  had  supported  Mr. 
Gibson  previously,  because  he  believed  at  the  time  he  was  a 
Nationalist,  but  it  would  be  showing  poor  spirit  indeed  if  that 
the  premier,  District  Council  of  Westmeath,  returned  a  Unionist 
as  Vice-Chairman  now,  as  they  knew  Mr.  Gibson  was  a 
Unionist. 

MR.  F.  MULLALY  said  he  thought  they  should  not  have  a 
vote  on  it.  On  the  previous  day  Mr.  G-  D.  Rea  was  re-elected 
to  the  deputy  vice-chair  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  although 
he  did  not  think  it  worth  his  while  to  attend  the  meeting. 
Mr.  Gibson  was  a  gentleman  of  the  first  water.  He  was  not 
present  that  day,  but,  as  to  his  politics,  everyone  on  the 
Council  understood  he  was  a  Unionist. 

MR.  TIMBS  :  No  one  understood  he  was  a  Unionist  when 
he  was  elected  a  year  ago. 

MR.  J.  DONOHOE:  I  think  we  should  let  Mr.  Gibson  be 
unanimously  re-elected- 

MR.  EGAN:   We  will  not. 

MR.  DONOHOE  :  If  you  oppose  him  you  will  be  only  show- 
ing your  hand. 

MR.   EGAN  :    The  cry  of  tolerance  can  be  carried  too  far. 

MR.  GANNON  said  it  would  be  bad  grace  on  their  part  if 
they  refused  to  re-elect  Mr.  Gibson. 

MR.  MULLALLY  :  We  were  all  aware  that  he  was  a 
Unionist. 

MR-  GILLINAN:  I  have  no  desire  for  the  position.  I  could 
have  been  elected  to  it  years  ago  if  I  wished.  If  you  elect 
me  I  will  be  thankful,  but  I  leave  the  matter  in  your  hands. 

MR.  MULLALLY:  It  is  a  wonder  Mr.  Gibson  is  not  here 
to-day. 

MR.  WALLACE  :  Why  should  he  come  in  here  to  canvass 
for  the  position. 

MR-  LENNON  :  Whatever  is  done,  let  it  be  done  above  board. 
Let  us  take  a  calm,  commonsense  view  of  the  situation.  What 
will  be  said  by  the  enemies  of  Ireland  if  we  reject  Mr.  Gibson 
to-day.  There  is  not  a  man  in  the  room  I  would  support  more 
quickK  than  Mr.  Gillinan,  but  in  the  present  case  I  must  ask 
the  Council  to  elect  Mr.  Gibson  again. 
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MR.  J.  DONOHOE  :  We  will  be  hounded  down  if  we  do  any- 
thing else. 

MR.  LENNON  :  Have  we  any  fault  to  find  with  Mr.  Gibson? 

MR.   SCOTT  :    We  have. 

MR.  LENNON  :  Did  anyone  ever  come  in  here  to  complain 
that  he  neglected  his  duty  ?  It  is  not  a  criminal  offence  to 

be  a  Unionist,  there  is  not  a  Roman  Catholic  in  Ireland 
who  has  £100  in  his  pocket  who  is  not  a  Unionist  in  his 
heart.  In  Ireland  the  man  who  has  plenty  of  money  is  a 
Unionist.  It  is  only  the  man  of  straw  who  is  a  Nationalist. 

The  Chairman  (MR.  O'NEILL)  :  I  don't  think  that  is  true, 
Mr.  Lennon. 

A  vote  was  then  taken,  when  twenty-two  voted  for  Mr. 
Gillinan  and  seven  for  Mr.  Gibson,  the  outgoing  Vice-Chair- 
man. 

MR.  GILLINAN  was  accordingly  declared  elected — Irish 
Times,  June  7,  1913. 

M.P.'s  Threaten  Cattle  Driving. 

The  following  extract  from  a  letter  from  Mr.  M.  Meagher, 
M.P.,  was  read  at  a  demonstration  held  at  the  new  Birming- 
ham Branch  of  the  United  Irish  League  on  May  25,  1913:  — 

"  Furthermore,  I  believe  that  now,  on  the  eve  of  the 
introduction  of  an  amending  Land  Bill,  it  is  well  that  the 
Government  should  know  that  anything  short  of  compulsory 
sale  and  purchase  of  the  untenanted  lands  of  Ireland  will 
be  rejected  by  the  people  with  scorn  and  contempt,  and 

with  universal  recourse  to  the  hazel,  which,  to  my  mind, 

is  the  only  effective  weapon. — Kilkenny  People,  May  31, 
1913. 

Life  in  Nationalist  Ireland. 

Replying  to  Captain  Craig,  who  asked  whether  he  had 
been  informed  of  a  riot  which  took  place  on  the  evening  of 
May  16  between  the  police  and  a  large  mob  of  cattle  drivers 
on  a  farm  near  Clonbullogue,  King's  County,  Mr.  Birrell 
said: — "On  the  occasion  referred  to  a  large  crowd  of  people 
engaged  in  a  cattle  drive  on  the  farm  mentioned-  The  police 
warned  the  ringleaders  to  desist,  but  they  were*  unable  to  pre- 
vent the  cattle  being  driven  away.  One  beast  was  killed  on 
the  spot  and  another  found  dead  in  a  ditch  some  miles  away. 
None  of  the  police  were  seriously  injured.  Sixteen  persons 
have  been  arrested  and  returned  for  trial  on  a  charge  of  riot 
and  unlawful  assembly.  A  force  of  police  is  employed  pro- 
tecting the  farm  with  a  view  to  preventing  any  further  driving 
of  cattle.— Parl.  Deb.,  June  5,  1913.  Cols.  1010-1. 
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In  reply  to  another  question  by  Captain  Craig,  who  asked 
whether  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  been  informed  that,  on 
the  night  of  May  5  last,  about  six  inches  of  the  bone  of  the 
tails  of  two  bullocks,  the  property  of  Father  W.  Healy,  P.P., 
of  Templeboy,  Easkey,  County  Sligo,  was  maliciously  cut  off; 
whether  this  outrage  is  believed  to  have  been  the  result  of  the 
interference  of  Father  Healy  in  the  division  of  the  Bally- 
greighan  estate;  and  whether  any  arrests  have  been  made  or 
anyone  made  amenable,  Mr-  Birrell  said  :  — 

"  I  regret  to  say  that  the  facts  are  as  stated.  The 
motive  for  the  outrage  is  a  matter  of  opinion.  So  far,  the 
police  have  not  obtained  sufficient  evidence  to  justify  any 
arrests."— Part.  Deb.,  June  5,  1913,  Col.  1012. 

A  Home  Rule  Doctor. 

Mat/o  News  (June  7,  1913)  says:  — 

"  The  District  Councillors  of  Achill  are  asked  to 
attend  a  general  meeting  of  the  U.I  L.  next  Sunday, 
June  8,  at  Dukinella  chapel  after  11  o'clock  Mass.  .  .  . 

"  The  U.I.L.  of  Achill  looks  to  the  District  Councillors 
to  see  that  a  thoroughly  competent  doctor  is  appointed,  and 
one  who  will  be  in  sympathy  with  the  national  feelings 
of  the  people  of  Achill." 

The  Reward! 

Dublin  Daily  Express  (May  17,  1913)  says  that  "the  Lis- 
towel  Guardians  have  unanimously  passed  a  resolution  in  which 
they  '  strongly  recommend  that  as  a  reward  for  faithful  service 
in  the  cause  of  genuine  Irish  Nationalism  in  days  of  stress  and 
storm,'  Maurice  Moynihan  should  be  appointed  Secretary  to 
the  Kerry  Committee  of  Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruc- 
tion . ' ' 

What  rich  rewards  for  "  patriots  "  there  will  be  when  the 
Irish  Government  has  the  patronage  of  Irish  Civil  Service  posts. 

Bad  to  Worse. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Ferns  Branch  of  the  United  Irish 
League,  held  on  May  12,  1913,  the  Enniscorthy  Echo  (May  17, 
1913)  reports  that:  — 

' '  Mr.  Lacy  again  mentioned  the  very  unsatisfactory 
state  of  the  organisation  in  North  Wexford,  and  said  it 
was  near  12  months  since  he  referred  to  the  same  subject, 
and  matters  seemed  to  have  gone  from  bad  to  worse  since." 
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No  Money  for  Home  Rule. 

Mr.  P.  J.  Weymes,  speaking  at  the  monthly  meeting  of 
the  Mullingar  Branch  of  the  United  Irish  League  on  June  8, 
1913,  said:- 

' '  To-day  they  were  not  asked  to  make  such  sacrifices ; 
all  they  were  asked  to  do  was  to  give  a  little  financial 
help.  There  were  thousands  of  farmers  in  the  constituency 
who  had  benefitted  largely  through  the  actions  of  the 
Party.  These  men  had  got  their  rents  reduced  100  and 
200  per  cent.,  and  they  ought  to  show  their  gratitude  now 
by  subscribing  a  little  to  help  the  Party  to  secure  liberty 
for  Ireand. — Westmeath  Examiner,  June  14,  1913. 

U.I.L.  and  the  Church. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  the  Tibohine  Branch 
(County  Roscommon)  of  the  United  Irish  League  on  June  8, 
1913:- 

"  It  was  unanimously  decided  to  hold  a  collection  at 

the   chapel  gate   on   next   Sunday,   15th   June,   in   aid   of 

the   Home    Rule    fund." — Roscommon    Herald,    June    14, 

1913. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Barntown  and  Glynn  Branch  of  the 
United  Irish  League  held  on  May  25,  1913,  it  was  reported 
that — 

'  The  collection  will  be  made  as  usual  at  the  chapel 

gates."— W  ex  ford  Peops,   May  31,    1913. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Killoran  Branch  of  the  United  Irish 
League,  held  on  May  25,  1913,  it  was  decided  to  fix  Sunday 
June  15,  as  the  day  of  the  collection,  which  will  be  taken  up 
at  the  chapel  gate  at  both  Masses. — Sligo  Champion,  May  31, 
1913. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  United  Irish  League  on  June  15, 
at  Carrickatee :  — 

"  It   was  decided   to   take    up    the   collection    at   the 

chapel   gate   on   the   first   Sunday   in   July,    and   collectors 

were  appointed  to  look  after  same." — Anglo  Celt,  June  21, 

1913. 

Killoran  Branch. — The  collection  in  aid  of  the  Home  Rule 
Fund  was  opened  on  Sunday  last,  Mr.  Peter  Cawley,  Co.  C., 
presided,  and  the  collection  was  held  at  the  Chapel  gate. 
—  Sligo  Champion,  June  21,  1913. 

On  to-morrow  (Sunday,  22nd  inst.),  the  collection  for  the 
Home  Rule  Fund  will  be  made  at  the  Chapel  Gates  in  Boyle, 
before  each  of  the  Masses. — Western  Nationalist,  Juno  2.1,  1913.' 


IRISH  FACTS. 


[July,   1913. 


MINISTERS     AND     ULSTER. 


Their  Two  Voices. 


MINISTERIAL      RESPONSIBILITY. 

"  He  did  not  in  the  least; 
minimise  or  disparage  the  con- 
scientious opposition,  founded 
as  it  was  on  conviction,  of  the 
large  number  of  those  in 
Ulster,  and  esp  cially  in  Bel- 
fast, who  had  been  successful 
captains  of  industry." — Mr. 
Asquith  to  Belfast  Deputa- 
tion, Daily  N~ws  and  Leader, 
July  11,  1912. 

"  Neither  I  nor  my  col- 
leagues have  ever  treated 
either  the  facts  or  the  argu- 
ments founded  on  the  opposi- 
tion of  Ulster  otherwise  than 
with  consideration  and  re- 
spect."— Mr.  Asquith,  at 
Dublin,  Freeman's  Journal, 
July  20,  1912. 

"  The  problem  of  Ulster  in 
relation  to  the  general  ques- 
tion of  Irish  Home  Rule  is 
serious,  and  indeed  formi- 
dable. Neither  I  nor  any  of 
my  colleagues  have  ever 
underrated  its  importance. 
Nor  have  we  ever  spoken  with 
anything  but  respect  of  the 
motives  which  inspire  the 
opposition  to  Home  Rule  of 
the  rank  and  file." — Mr. 
Asquith,  at  Ladybank,  Times, 
October  7,  1912. 


MINISTERIAL  LEVITY. 

"  He  did  not  believe  that 
Parliament  would  be  intimi- 
dated by  a  set  of  high-sound- 
ing phrases,  even  when  they 
were  supplemented  by  the 
verbal  threats  of  the  swash- 
bucklers who  had  the  guid- 
ance of  this  campaign." — Mr. 
Herbert  Lewis,  M.P.,  at 
Hawarden,  Liverpool  Post, 
September  21,  1912. 

"  As  for  the  blustering 
braggadocio  of  Sir  Edward 
Carson  and  the  threat  of  a 
rebel  Government  in  half  a 
province — we  need  not  take  it 
too  seriously  to  heart." — Mr. 
McKinnon  Wood,  M.P.,  at 
Hulme,  Manchester  Guardian, 
January  18,  1912. 

"  If  they  really  thought 
that  those  who  had  spoken  in 
the  Ulster  campaign  were  in 
earnest  then  the  speakers  were 
guilty  of  a  very  serious  in- 
tended breach  of  the  law  of 
the  country,  and  he  refused 
to  believe  that  two  Priv/ 
Councillors  really  intended  to 
take  that  view.  Perhaps, 
after  all,  their  words  were  no 
more  than  the  virulent  volu- 
bility of  ascendency." — Mr. 
Ellis  Griffith,  M.P.,  at  Aber- 
gavenny,  Daily  Chronicle, 
October  3,  1912. 
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"  I  have  never  said,  I  have 
a  perfectly  clear  conscience  in 
this  respect,  from  the  begin- 
ning of  this  controversy  up  to 
this  moment,  a  word  of  dis- 
paragement of  the  motives  or 
in  belittlement  of  the  magni- 
tude or  extent  and  seriousness 
of  the  opposition  of  some  parts 
of  Ulster  to  this  Bill.  I  have 
always  treated  it,  and  I  treat 
it  now,  as  one  of  the  gravest 
factors  in  the  case,  which  it  is 
no  use  to  ignore,  and  which 
it  is  no  use  to  minimise,  and 
which  has  got  to  be  faced  and 
got  to  be  dealt  with." — Mr. 
Asquith,  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  Par].  Deb.,  Jan- 
uary 1,  1913,  Col.  391. 

"  Nobody  has  any  desire  to 
deny  that  the  feeling  of  Ulster 
is  one  of  strong  opposition  to 
the  measure.  We  do  not  deny 
that  for  one  moment.  They 
object  to  Home  Rule;  they 
dislike  it  very  much  :  they  are 
very  angry  about  it." — Mr. 
Birrell,  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, Part.  Deb.,  June  18, 
1912,  Cols.  1549-1550. 

' '  He  recognised  there  were 
tens  of  thousands  of  Pro- 
testants in  the  East  of  Ulster 
who  had  the  utmost  aversion 
to  being  subjected  to  an  Irish 
Parliament  and  Executive, 
and  who  doubted  the  capacity 
a  ?  d  he  r  t  sty  of  their  fellow- 
countrymen.  He  admitted 
that  this  aversion  had  got  to 
be  conquered  in  some  way  or 
another,  and  that  justice  had 
to  be  done  to  these  people." — 
Mr.  Birrell,  at  Newcastle, 
Freeman's  Journal,  February 
8,  1913. 


"  Neither  bluster  in  Belfast 
nor  strong  Orange  speeches  in 
Liverpool  would  prevent  the 
Bill  from  being  driven 
through,  so  long  as  the  Gov- 
ernment retained  a  majority  in 
the  House  of  Commons.  It 
was  strange'  that  two  Privy 
Councillors  who  had  taken  the 
qath  of  loyalty  and  two  or 
three  noble  colleagues  should 
suggest  that  if  the  Home  Rule 
Bill  became  an  Act  they  would 
by  violent  means  destroy  the 
work  of  Parliament.  He  did 
not  believe  they  would  do  any- 
thing of  the  kind."  —Mr.  W. 
Runciman  M.P.,  at  Thorn- 
hill  Lees  Working  Men's  Club, 
Yorkshire  Observer,  October 
28th,  1912. 

"  I  am  speaking  here  in 
Ulster  to  Ulster-men,  and  I 
am  quite  sure  before  we  are 
much  older  Belfast  will  come 
our  way,  and  we  shall  see 
nothing  but  poor  Sir  Edward 
Carson  walking  alone  down 
the  street  beating  his  Orange 
drum."  -  Colonel  Seely, 
M.P.,  at  Newry,  Irish  News, 
December  llth,  1911. 

"  I  do  not  deal  to-day  with 
the  bombastic  threats  of 
Ulster.  ...  I  am  not  yet 
prepared  to  believe  that  the 
Parliamentary  mouthings  of 
the  Orange  members  represent 
the  considered  opinion  of  that 
portion  of  the  nation  to  which 
they  are  proud  to  belong. "- 
Mr.  Lewis  Harcourt,  M.P., 
at  Helmshore,  Manchester 
Guardian,  May  6th,  1912. 
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' '  I  have  always  been  willing 
to  deal  gravely  and  seriously 
with  the  Ulster  question. "- 
Mr.  Birrell,  at  Warrington, 
Manchester  Guardian,  Feb- 
ruary, 17,  1913. 

"  There  is  no-  man  in  this 
House  who  for  a  moment 
doubts  or  denies  the  real  in- 
tensity of  feeling  of  Ulster 
upon  this  question.  I  am  per- 
fectly certain — I  am  not  speak- 
ing now  of  public  speeches — 
but  I  am  speaking  of  what  I 
know — not  merely  what  my 
friends  and  I  think — that 
everybody  fully  realises  that 
the  Ulster  people  are 
thoroughly,  intensely,  and 
passionately  in  earnest  upon 
this  subject.  Nobody  doubts 
it  for  a  moment." — Mr.  Lloyd 
George,  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, Part.  Deb.,  Col.  207, 
October  29,  1912. 

"  The  only  thing  that  the 
Anti-Home  Ruler  held  out 
now  was  the  opposition  of  the 
three  or  four  Orange  counties 
in  the  north-east  of  Ulster 
....  But  that  it  was  a 
serious  obstacle  he  never  had 
doubted,  and  it  was  an 
obstacle  he  had  never  under- 
rated."—Mr.  W.  Churchill, 
in  Dundee,  Scotsman,  Sep- 
tember 12,  1912. 

"  The  solution  that  they 
sought  was  an  Ulster  con- 
vinced, not  an  Ulster  co- 
erced."— Sir  Rufus  Isaacs,  at 
Edinburgh,  Glasgow  Herald, 
October  5,  1912. 


"The  fire-eaters  of  Ulster." 
— Mr.  Runciman,  M.P-,  at 
Elland,  Yorkshire,  Liverpool 
Post,  October  26th,  1912. 


"  What  is  being  said  about 
Ulster  is  either  gigantic  bluff 
or  else  it  is  treason  contingent 
on  this  Home  Rule  Bill  being 
passed.  Until  we  get  a  satis- 
factory answer  to  that  ques- 
tion I  am  inclined  to  believe 
the  people  of  this  country  will 
remain  unmoved  by  Ulsteria 
and  by  Ulsterettes." — Lord 
Eminott,  at  Hale,  Cork  K.I-- 
aminer,  May  23rd,  1913. 


"  I  am  not  going  to  devots 
my  time  to  the  comic  relief 
which  was  supplied  recently 
in  Ireland!" — Sir  Rufus 
Isaacs,  at  Reading,  Man- 
chester Guardian,  October  1st, 
1912. 


"  If  the  rowdies  and  law- 
breakers whom  Mr.  Law  has 
announced  his  intention  to 
support  break  into  acts  of 
violence  and  disorder,  then 
the  usual  result  will  at  one  3 
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"  We  shall  be  only  too  glad 
to  consider  the  case  of  Ulster 
most  carefully  and  sympath- 
etically, and  to  give  to  it  if  it 
is  possible  any  further  safe- 
guard which  can  be  sug- 
gested."— Sir  Rufus  Isaacs, 
at  Reading,  Manchester 
Guardian,  October  1,  1912. 

"  The  one  serious  difficulty 
in  the  way  of  carrying  their 
Home  Rule  proposals— there 
was  a  difficulty — and  that  was 
the  view  strongly  and  sincerely 
held  by  the  large  part  of  th^ 
population  in  Ulster." — Sir 
John  Simon,  at  the  Lessar 
Colston  Hall,  Bristol  Times, 
November  14,  1912. 


' '  That  there  is  another 
great  fact-^-the  fact  of  the 
position  of  Ulster.  Nobody 
of  this  side  has  denied  the 
reality  of  the  Ulster  position." 
— Lord  Ashby  St.  Ledgers,  in 
the  House  of  Lords,  Parl. 
Deb.,  January  29,  1913,  Cols. 
625-6. 


THE   RESPONSIBLE 
ME.  REDMOND. 

"  Our  attitude  about  these 
safeguards  is  this  :  We  do  not 
believe  that  one  of  them  is 
necessary;  but  we  agree  to 
them  all,  and  we  say  to  our 
opponents,  '  Are  these  safe- 
guards not  enough  ?  If  you 
want  more  safeguards,  state 
them  ' ;  and  I  say  here  to-day 
what  I  have  said  in  the  House 


follow.  These  gentlemen  will 
simply  find  themselves  in  the 
hands  of  the  criminal  author- 
ities, who  will  know  how  to 
deal  with  them." — Mr.  Alex- 
ander Ure,  M.P.,  at  Banff, 
Aberdeen  Press,  April  29th, 
1913. 


' '  Ulster  was  the  one  real 
opponent  of  Home  Rule.  No 
one  wished  to  take  the  Ulster 
opponents  of  Home  Rule 
other  than  seriously,  but  they 
were  crazed  very  largely  by 
imaginary  fears." — Mr.  C.  P. 
Trevelyan,  M.P.,  in  the 
Elland  Division,  Yorkshire 
Observer  Budget,  April  27th, 
1912. 

The  artificiality  of  this 
organised  campaign."  -  Hon. 
E.  S.  Montagu,  M.P.,  ?t 
Cambridge,  Timei,  August 
3rd,  1912. 

"  The  Ulster  difficulty  so 
called."  -  Mr.  Alexander 
Ure,  M.P.,  at  Bo 'ness  Town 
Hall,  Glasgow  Herald,  Jan- 
uary 27th,  1912. 

THE  IRRESPONSIBLE 
MR.  REDMOND. 

"  But  I  did  say,  and  I 
repeat  it  here  to-night,  that  I 
feared  a  small  handful  cf  Pro- 
testants might  fight  it  to  a 
finish— to  the  bitter  end.  I 
alluded,  of  course  as  you  can 
imagine,  to  Sir  E.  Carson 
and  his  men  in  buckram.  But 
when  they  have  so  fought  it 
out  to  the  bitter  end  and 
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of  Commons,  that  there  is  no 
safeguard  which  honest  Pro- 
testants can  ask  for  which  I 
am  not  willing  to  consent  to 
put  into  the  Bill.  Mark  you 
the  attitude  of  our  opponents 
when  we  say,  "  If  these  safe- 
guards are  not  enough,  tell  us 
what  you  want.'  '  — Mr. 
John  Redmond,  M.  P.,  in 
Bucks,  Freeman's  Journal, 
June  29,  1912. 

"  We  will  never  consent  to 
the  mutilation  and  partition 
of  our  country.  While  we  say 
that,  I  declare  there  are  no 
lengths  short  of  that  to  which 
my  colleagues  and  I  are  not 
willing  to  go  to  placate  and 
conciliate  these  men.  We  use 
no  bitter  words  against  them. 
We  regard  them  as  brothers. 
I  said  once,  and  I  repeat  it, 
that  these  men  may  seek  to 
repudiate  Ireland,  but  Ireland 
will  never  repudiate  them. 
We  invite  them  to  come  in 
and  join  hands  with  us  in  the 
Government  of  our  common 
country,  and  if  they  have  any 
fears  we  are  willing  to  go  any 
lengths  they  like  in  safeguard- 
ing these  fears.  There  is  no 
length,  I  repeat,  short  of  the 
partition  of  Ireland,  to  which 
I  am  not  willing  to  go."* — 
Mr.  John  Redmond,  M.P.,  at 
Coventry,  Freeman's  Journal, 
January  27,  1913. 


when  they  are  beaten  the 
Irish  people  will  be  quite 
ready  to  forget  and  to  forgive, 
and  I  can  assure  you  that  Sir 
Edward  Carson  and  his  men 
in  buckram  will  be,  when  they 
have  been  beaten,  quite  ready 
to  take  their  share  of  the 
loaves  and  fishes." — Mr.  John 
Redmond,  M.P.,  in  Banbury, 
Freeman's  Journal,  Novem- 
ber 27th,  1911. 

"  The  Orange  threats  about 
Home  Rule  are  of  the  same 
kidney  as  the  thriats  of  '  the 
Diehards  '  and  the  '  No  Sur- 
render Men  '  of  the  Veto  Bill 
controversy.  They  are  simply 
insolent  bluff.  England  would 
be  a  nation  of  fools  and  pol- 
troons if  it  allowed  itself  to 
be  diverted  for  a  single  in- 
stant, by  such  stupid,  hollow, 
and  unpatriotic  bellowings, 
from  the  great  policy  of  bind- 
ing Ireland  at  long  last  to  the 
Empire  by  the  only  enduring 
bonds,  those  of  Liberty  and 
Loyalty." — John  Redmond, 
M.P.,  extract  from  article 
"  Orange  Threats,"  Rey- 
nolds' Newspaper,  January 
28th,  1912. 


*  But  compare  with  Mr.  John  Dillon  at  Swords  : — "  I  desire  to  take  this 
opportunity  of  saving  that  proposals  of  comprise  such  as  have  been  made  in 
some  quarters,  coming  from  men  calling  themselves  Nationalists,  or  supporters 
of  Home  Rule,  of  whatever  political  party,  are  at  this  stage  distinctly  and 
seriously  mischievous,  because  it  only  leads  the  other  side  to  believe  that  we 
are  weakening." — (Freeman's  Journal,  April  28th,  1913.) 
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ULSTER    IS    RIGHT. 


Points    for    Speakers. 


Writing  to  the  Morning  Post  of  June  7,  Mr.  Walter  Long 
says : — 

We  are  now  approaching  the  second  stage  of  the  Home 
Kule  Bill  under  the  provisions  of  the  Parliament  Act.  May 
I  beg  the  hospitality  of  your  columns  to  ask  my  fellow- 
countrymen  whether  they  realise  what  it  is  the  Government 
are  trying  to  do  ?  I  have  been  too  long  in  Parliament  to 
attach  undue  importance  to  by-elections,  but  the  significance 
of  the  two  contests  in  Newmarket  and  Altrincham  cannot  be 
overlooked.  If  a  by-election  is  to  count  for  anything,  it  is 
surely  clear  beyond  question  or  doubt  that  the  people  of  this 
country  do  not  approve  the  action  of  the  Government  in 
trying  to  force  through  Parliament  the  Home  Rule  Bill,  the 
Welsh  Disestablishment  Bill,  and  other  measures,  without  first 
ascertaining  what  are  the  views  of  the  electors.  And  yet  what 
means  can  we  employ  to  prevent  this  most  fraudulent  and 
iniquitous  Act? 

Are  we  not  compelled  to  ask  ourselves  whether  there  is  any 
limit  to  the  powers  of  a  reckless  Government  under  the  Parlia- 
ment Act?  If  they  can  pass  Home  Rule  and  Welsh  Dis- 
establishment in  the  present  circumstances  what  is  to  prevent  a 
future  Government  from  passing  any  revolutionary  measure, 
however  drastic,  however  crude,  if  they  think  it  is  necessary  to 
secure  their  tenure  of  office  ?  I  venture  to  say  that  the  Govern- 
ment are  producing  a  very  dangerous  feeling  in  the  country ; 
they  listen  to  no  protests,  they  pay  attention  to  no  sign  of 
public  opinion,  however  significant  and  plain ;  they  are  deter- 
mined to  create  civil  war  in  Ireland,  and  to  deny  to  the 
people  of  this  country  the  elementary  right  to  decide  whether 
the  policy  they  have  adopted  meets  with  their  approval  or  not. 

We  are  told  during  the  passage  of  the  Parliament  Act  that 
there  would  be  abundant  opportunitdes  for  reconsideration, 
and  that  if  it  was  made  clear  that  the  legislation  did  not  find 
favour  with  the  people  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  pass  it;  and  yet,  although  it  is  quite  evident  that  the 
Government  have  lost  their  hold  upon  the  country  and  that 
their  legislation  is  thoroughly  unpopular,  the  remaining  stages 
this  year  and  next  of  these  measures  will  afford,  under  the 
Parliament  Act,  no  opportunity  for  amendment,  much  less  for 
thorough  reconsideration.  We  must  therefore  realise  that  the 
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Government  have  taken  to  themselves  despotic  powers,  and  that 
we  are  living  under  a  tyranny  worse  than  the  people  of  the 
country  have  ever  hitherto  experienced-  In  these  circum- 
stances I  would  urge  the  electors  of  the  country  to  take  every 
opportunity  in  public  meeting  to  pass  resolutions  condemning 
the  action  of  the  Government  and  demanding  that  before  these 
measures  are  passed  into  law  there  shall  be  an  opportunity  for 
the  people  to  express  their  opinions  upon  them.  If  there  are 
any  who.  still  doubt  the  strength  and  reality  of  the  feeling 
about  Home  Rule  let  them  read  the  reports  of  meetings  and 
articles  and  letters  which  appear  daily  in  the  Irish  newspapers; 
let  them  read  the  report  of  the  Irish  Conference  of  Protestants 
held  in  the  Caxton  Hall,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  Kensit; 
let  them  read  the  account  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Ireland  on  Tuesday  last ;  also  let  them 
read  the  report  of  the  meetings  presided  over  by  Sir  Henry 
Seton-Karr,  at  Widnes,  in  Lancashire,  on  Saturday  last,  and 
the  many  other  reports  which  are  available  of  similar  meetings 
all  over  the  country.  It  will  then  be  impossible  for  them  to 
question  that  the  policy  of  the  Government,  if  it  is  carried  out, 
means  not  only  civil  war  in  Ireland,  but  a  civil  war  which 
will  have  an  immense  number  of  active  sympathisers  in  the 
rest,  of  the  United  Kingdom.  The  country  ought  not  to  be 
plunged  into  so  terrible  a  catastrophe  without  the  people  having 
the  facts  plainly  put  before  them  and  an  opportunity  given  to 
them  to  say  for  themselves  whether  they  are  prepared  to  bear 
so  heavy  a  burden.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  wisdom,  courage, 
and  determination  of  Sir  Edward  Carson  and  the  leaders  of 
the  Irish  Unionist  party  in  Ireland,  it  is  difficult  to  say  what 
might  not  have  happened  in  that  country  already,,  so  strong 
and  bitter  is  the  feeling  of  exasperation  and  anger. 

The  object  of  this  letter  is  to  call  the  attention  of  my  fellow 
countrymen  to  the  unconstitutional  and  violent  manner  in 
which  the  Government  are  trying  to  pass  legislation  over  the 
heads  of  the  people.  Unconstitutional  action  and  violence  are 
apt  to  give  rise  to  the  employment  of  similar  methods,  and 
the  Government  cannot  blame  their  opponents  for  declaring 
to-day  that  they  will  adopt  the  course  which  seems  to  them 
proper,  whatever  it  may  be,  in  order  to  resist  their  attacks  upon 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  a  vast  number  of  British  subjects. 

It  must  not  be  thought  that  I  am  suggesting  that  whatever 
the  result  of  an  election  may  be  the  people  of  Ulster  and  the 
Unionists  of  Ireland  will  assent  to  Home  Rule.  They  will 
never  do  this,  and  any  Government  which  determines  de- 
liberately to  force  upon  Ireland  a  measure  in  any  way  similar 
to  the  present  one  must  face  this  fact  and  be  prepared  to  deal 
with  it. 


July,   1913.]  IRISH   FACTS.  27 

In  my  humble  opinion  Ulster  is  right,  and  as  I  have  fre- 
quently said  in  Parliament  and  outside,  she  has  my  sympathy 
and  will  have  my  support.  But  apart  from  the  question  of 
Ulster  and  the  Unionists  of  Ireland,  surely,  the  signs  of  the 
times  being  as  they  are,  no  constitutional  Government  ought 
to  attempt  to  force  their  policy  upon  the  country  without 
ascertaining  whether  they  have  the  support  of  the  electors. 

Earl  Grey  for  Ulster. 

Earl  Grey  in  a  letter  to  the  Times  of  June  9,  1913, 
writes  :  — 

"...  My  Canadian  experience  also  causes  me  to 
realise  that  the  present  Home  Rule  Bill,  if  persisted  in, 
must  lead  to  bloodshed  and  civil  war;  for  under  its  provi- 
sions Ulstermen  are  robbed  at  once  of  their  autonomous 
rights,  and  of  their  just  share  of  representation  in  the 
Imperial  Parliament. 

"  To  ask  Ulstermen  to  consent  to  the  handing  over  of 
the  administration  of  their  local  affiairs  to  Dublin,  and  to 
the  reduction  of  their  representation  at  Westminster  below 
the  measure  of  their  equal  rights,  is  to  ask  them  to  con- 
sent to  indignities  which  no  free  men  should  be  asked  to 
consider,  much  less  to  accept. 

"  I  confess  my  sympathies  are  heart  and  soul  with  the 
Ulstermen  in  their  resistance  to  the  Bill,  and  I  will  unhesi- 
tatingly support  them  in  their  endeavour  to  prevent  it 
from  becoming  law." 

Presbyterian  Protest. 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Ireland — over  which  the  Moderator  (Rev.  Dr.  Macaulay)  pre- 
sided— on  June  6  proceeded  to  the  reception  of  the  laymen's 
memorial  against  Home  Rule  and  -the  consideration  of  Rev. 
William  Park's  resolution  thereon. 

The  laymen's  memorial  was  as  follows:  — 
"  To  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Ireland,  to  meet  in  Belfast  on  June  2,   1913. 

"  The  memorial  of  the  undersigned  members  and 
adherents  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Ireland,  men  and 
women  aged  16  years  and  upwards,  respectfully  showeth  :  — 
"  That  the  great  body  of  Irish  Presbyterians  are  firmly 
convinced  that  the  Home  Rule  Bill  now  before  Parliament 
would,  if  passed  into  law,  deprive  us  of  the  security  we 
at  present  enjoy  as  citizens  of  the  United  Kingdom,  seri- 
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ously  imperil  our  religious  freedom,  and  be  disastrous  to 
the  welfare  of  our  Church,  and  to  the  peace  and  pros- 
perity of  our  country. 

"  That  this  question  is  not  one  of  party  politics,  but 
one  that  vitally  concerns  the  cause  of  religion  itself  and 
the  future  of  Protestantism  in  this  land. 

"  That  in  view  of  the  imminence  and  urgency  of  the 
crisis  thus  created,  your  memorialists  respectfully  ask  your 
venerable  Assembly  to  take  this  memorial  into  considera- 
tion, and,  as  was  done  by  former  Assemblies  in  1886  and 
1893,  give  a  clear  and  unmistakable  deliverance  against 
Home  Rule,  thereby  indicating  that  the  attitude  of  the 
Church  towards  this  question  has  not  changed. 

"And,  further,  your  memorialists  petition  the  General 
Assembly  to  appoint  some  convenient  Sabbath  to  be  ob- 
served in  all  congregations  of  our  Church  as  a  day  of 
humiliation  and  prayer  for  Divine  direction  and  help  in 
this  time  of  peril  and  anxiety.  .  .  ." 

The  number  of  signatures  attached  to  the  memorial  was 
131,351-  After  the  members  of  the  deputation  had  addressed 
the  Assembly,  the  Rev.  William  Park  moved  the  following 
resolution :  — 

"That  the  Assembly  receives  the  memorial  and 
declares  that  the  opposition  of  the  Church  to  Home  Rule 
continues  as  determined  and  unyielding  as  in  the  years 
1886  and  1893,  and  records  its  firm  conviction  that  the 
present  Home  Rule  Bill  is  a  measure  that  would  inflict 
incalculable  injury  on  our  country  and  our  Church." 
The  result  of  the  poll  was  as  follows:  — 

For  Rev-  Mr.  Park's  motion     921 
Against  ...         ...          ...       43 


Majority     878 


The  Moderator  declared  the  motion  carried. 
The  above  facts  are  taken  from  the  report  in  the  Belfast 
News-Letter  of  June  7,  1913. 

The  Case  in  a  Nutshell. 

Mr.  R.  Borras  Whiteside  writing  to  the  "  Globe  "  puts 
in  a  nutshell  the  case  for  Ulster  and  the  Union. 

In  Belfast,  h©  says,  there  are  95  paupers  to  every  10,000 
of  population;  in  Dublin,  283;  and  in  Cork  and  Limerick, 
327.  Why  should  the  Ulster  people  allow  themselves  to  be 
governed  by  those  less  self-reliant  than  themselves  ?  They 
won't ! 
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In  Belfast  3.6  per  cent,  of  the  voters  are  illiterate;  in 
Dublin,  5.3;  and  in  Cork,  6.5.  Why  should  the  people  of 
Ulster  allow  themselves  to  be  governed  by  those  more  ignorant 
than  themselves  ?  They  won't ! 

In  co.  Down  there  are  12  police  to  every  10,000  in- 
habitants; in  Antrim,  13;  in  Clare,  46;  and  in  Galway,  51. 
Why  should  the  Ulster  people  allow  themselves  to  be  governed 
by  those  who  require  more  keeping  in  order  than  themselves  ? 
They  won't! 

In  Belfast  there  were  1,826  cases  of  indictable  offences;  in 
Dublin,  with  a  smaller  population,  3,429.  Why  should  the 
Ulster  people  allow  themselves  to  be  governed  by  less  desirable 
citizens  than  themselves  ?  They  won't ! 

The  well-ordered  towns  of  Ulster  pay  rates  in  the  region  of 
6s-  in  the  £.  Th©  badly-managed  towns  of  Nationalist  Ireland 
pay  rates  in  the  region  of  lls.  in  the  £.  Why  should  the 
Ulster  people  of  thrifty  Scotch  stock  submit  to  be  governed 
by  extravagant  administrators  ?  They  won't ! 

The  Ulster  people  are  mainly  engaged  in  manufacturing ; 
the  Nationalist  portion  of  Ireland  is  chiefly  agricultural.  Why 
should  industrial  Ulster  put  itself  under  the  landed  interest  ? 
It  won't ! 

If  money  is  required  the  majority  won't  tax  the  land,  but 
Ulster's  industries.  Should  the  Ulster  people  allow  their 
earnings  to  be  reduced  for  the  relief  of  Nationalists?  They 
won't ! 

Ulster  has  produced  some  of  the  best  servants  of  the 
Empire,  and  has  always  been  loyal.  Nationalist  Ireland  has 
been  disloyal.  Should  loyal  Ulster  be  governed  by  the  men 
who  cheered  Boer  victories  and  rejoiced  in  the  escape  of  the 
Mad  Mullah?  They  won't! 

The  Ulster  people  are  mostly  Protestant.  The  Nationalists 
mostly  Roman  Catholic.  Shall  Protestants  be  governed  by 
Roman  Catholics  in  Ireland  ?  The  Ulster  people  think  they 
would  be  impiously  governed.  They  may  be  mistaken,  they 
may  be  fanatical,  but,  anyway,  consent  they  won't. 

For  all  these  reasons,  Ulster  will  not  have  Home  Rule. 
It  has  been  said  that  the  Ulster  people  should  submit  to,  and 
that  they  are  not  justified  in  resisting,  the  verdict  of  the 
majority  in  the  Imperial  Parliament.  If  the  Nationalist  mem- 
bers demanded  a  republic,  and  an  artificial  majority  of  the 
Imperial  Parliament  would  grant  it,  would  Ulster  be  justified 
in  taking  up  arms  in  defence  of  the  Monarchy?  Then  surely 
they  would  be  morally  justified  if  they  took  up  arms  in  defence 
of  the  Constitution. 

As  far  as  the  United  Kingdom  is  concerned,  it  would 
not  be  wise  to  grant  Home  Rule,  even  if  Ulster  wished  it  also. 
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If  there  is  one  faculty  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  has  above  all 
other  races,  it  is  the  art  of  governing.  We  have  governed 
men  of  every  race  in  every  clime,  and  now,  forsooth,  we  are 
told  we  cannot  govern  Ireland;  that  must  be  done  by  Irishmen, 
and  we  must  pay  tribute  to  them,  like  a  conquered  country, 
to  enable  them  to  do  it.  Moreover,  we  cannot  govern  our- 
selves, but  42  Irishmen  are  to  come  over  here  and  govern  us, 
and  we  are  to  pay  them  £400  a  year  each  to  do  the  job.  Could 
anything  be  more  absurd  and  insulting? 

"  If   England  is  what  England  seems, 
And  not  the  England  of  our  dreams, 
But  only   putty,   brass,    and  paint, 
How  quick  we'd  chuck  her — but  she  ain't !  " 

And  that  is  where  the  present  Government  have  made  a 
mistake.  When  the  English  people  really  understand  the 
position,  and  they  are  beginning  to,  there  will  be  some  chuck- 
ing, but  Ulster  won't  be  chucked,  she'll  be  chuckling. 


A  Possible  Rebel. 

Speaking   at   Leicester,    on   June    17,    the   Lord    Advocate 
said :  — 

"  He  would  take  up  arms  himself  to  assist  any  man 
in  beating  down  those  who  endeavoured  to  filch  from  him 
the  elementary  rights  of  citizenship." — Leicester  Daily 
Mercury,  June  18,  1913. 
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How  Kilkenny  is  Governed. 


At  the  meeting  of  the  Kilkenny  Corporation  held  on  June 
17,  1913,  the  auditor's  report  for  the  year  ending  March  31, 
1912,  was  read  :  — 

"  5th  June,   1913. 

"  SIR, — I  have  the  honour  to  report  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  that  I  have  audited  the  accounts  of 
the  Corporation  of  Kilkenny  for  the  year  ending  the  31st 
March,  1912,  and  herewith  I  forward  certified  abstracts 
of  the  accounts  for  that  period.  As  a  whole  the  collection 
of  the  rents  is  satisfactory,  but  there  are  several  tenants 
who  owe  arrears  far  in  excess  of  what  should  be  allowed 
to  exist,  and  amongst  these  I  noticed  names  of  members  of 
the  Corporation  and  of  relatives  of  members  and  the  names 
of  employes.  One  member  of  the  Corporation  whose  half- 
yearly  rent  is  £2  5s.,  owed  on  the  31st  March  last  £9; 
another  whose  weekly  rent  is  2s.,  owed  £4  10s.,  and  a  near 
relative  of  this  member,  whose  rent  is  Is.  lOd.  per  week, 
owed  £3  2s.  4d.  A  sister  of  a  member  of  the  Corporation 
owed  £20,  or  two  years'  rent  on  one  holding,  £11  10s., 
or  two  and  a  quarter  years'  rent  on  another  holding,  and 
£6  10s.  for  one  year's  rent  on  a  third  holding;  while  two 
of  the  employes  owed  large  arrears.  Besides  these  to 
whom,  owing  to  their  connection  with  the  Corporation,  I 
have  drawn  special  attention,  there  are  several  other 
tenants  largely  in  arrears.  The  collection  of  rents  is  left 
completely  in  the  hands  of  the  collector,  and  it  does  not 
appear  to  be  in  any  way  supervised  by  the  Corporation. 
I  can  understand  the  collector  having  a  certain  amount  of 
hesitation  about  taking  extreme  steps  against  members  of 
the  Corporation,  and  he  should  not  be  required  to  bear  the 
onus  of  such  action.  .  .  .  Early  in  1910  a  sum  of 
£1,031  Os.  8d.  was  received  by  the  Corporation  as  bonus 
on  the  sale  of  portion  of  its  estate.  This  sum  which 
sho\ild  have  been  invested  for  the  benefit  of  the  rates  has 
been  handed  over  to  the  bank  as  security  for  an  overdraft. 
As  the  bank  does  not  allow  any  interest  on  this  money, 
the  transaction  really  means  that  the  Corporation  is  paying 
the  bank  as  interest  on  an  overdraft  whatever  sum  this 
£1,031  would  earn  in  Government  securities.  This  is 
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absolutely  illegal,  and  if  the  money  is  not  properly  em- 
ployed I  shall  feel  it  my  duty  to  deal  with  the  matter 
finally.  The  library  committee  whose  accounts  have  here- 
tofore been  kept  by  the  Hibernian  Bank  has  recently 
opened  an  account  with  another  bank,  where  it  has  placed 
all  moneys  other  than  the  contribution  from  the  rates. 
The  committee  has  no  power  to  keep  its  moneys  in  two 
different  banks,  and  I  hope  the  matter  will  be  set  right 
at  once-  .  .  ." 

MR.  KEANE  :    What  are  the  rents  of  the  weekly  tenants? 

BOROUGH  TREASURER:    The  weekly  rent  is  Is.   lOd. 

MR.   KEANE:    How  much  is  due  in  those  cases? 

BOROUGH  TREASURER  :  In  one  the  amount  due  is  £3  2s.  4d. 

MR.  DE  LOUGHRY  :  There  are  few  landlords  outside  the 
Corporation  would  allow  that  to  run. 

MR.  KEANE  :  How  many  weeks  would  that  amount  repre- 
sent approximately  ? 

BOROUGH  TREASURER  :  About  35  weeks. — Kilkenny  People, 
June  21,  1913. 
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May    25.— Mr.  A.  L.  Horner,  K.C.,  M.P.,  at  Castlecaulfield. 
May    26.— Mr.  A.  L.  Homer,  K.C.,  M.P.,  at  Aughnacloy. 
May    27.— Rt.  Hon.  A.  Bonar  Law,  M.P.,  at  Queen's  Hall ; 

Rt.  Hon.  F.  E.  Smith,  K.C.,  M.P.,  in  London. 
May    28. — Altrincham    Bye-Election  : — 

Mr.  G.  C.  Hamilton  (U.) 9,409 

The  Hon.  L  Kay-Shuttlewortli  (L.)         . .          . .    8,147 

Unionist  majority  . .          . .  1,262 

May    30. — Professor  T.  M.  Kettle,  at  Kingstown. 

May    31 . — Lord   Barrymore,  Lord    Midleton,  and   Rt.   Hon.  A.  Lyttelton, 

M.P.,  at  Cork. 

June     8. — Professor  T.  M.  Kettle,  at  Newbridge. 
June     9. — Leix    Division,    of    Queen's   County    Bye-Election — 

Mr.  P.  J.  Meehan  returned  unopposed. 
June  12. — -Wandsworth  Bye-Election  : — 

Mr.  Samuel  (U.)       . .          . .          13,425 

Mr.  J.  Havelock  Wilson  (Ind.  Lab.)         . .          . .    7,088 


Unionist  majority  . .          . .          . .    6,337 


June  12.— Sir  E.  Carson,  K.C.,  M.P.,  and  Rt.  Hon.  J.  H.  Campbell,  K.C. 

M.P.,  at  Glasgow. 
June  13.— Sir  E.  Carson,  K.C.,  M.P.,  and  Rt.  Hon.  J.  H.  Campbell,  K.C., 

M.P.,  at  Edinburgh. 
June  14. — Sir  E.  Carson,  K.C.,  M.P.,  and  the  Marquis  of  Londonderry,  at 

Leeds. 

Rt.  Hon.  W.  Runciman,  M.P.,  at  Bristol. 
June  16.— Sir  E.  Carson,  K.C.,  M.P.,  and  Mr.  A.  L.  Horner,  K.C.,  M.P., 

at  Norwich  ;  Mr   J.  Redmond,  M.P.,  and  Mr.  J.  Devlin,  M.P., 

at  Glasgow. 
June  17. — Protestant   Anti-Home  Rule  Meeting,  at  Albert  Hall ;    Rt.  Hon. 

A.  Ure,  K.C.,  M.P.,  at  Leicester. 

June  18. — Lord  Airedale  and  Mr.  J.  Redmond,  M.P.,  at  Leeds. 
June  20.— Sir  E.  Carson,  K.C.,  M.P.,  and  Rt.  Hon.  J.  H.  Campbell,  K.C., 

M.P.,  at  Bristol;  Mr.  T.   P.   O'Connor,  M.P.,  at  Edinburgh; 

Mr.  J.  Devlin,  M.P.,  at  Norwich. 
June  27. — Leicester  Bve-Election  : — 

Mr  Gordon  Hewart,  K.C.    (L.)..          ..          ..    10,863 

Mr.  A.  M.  Wilshere  (U.) 9,279 

Mr.  E.  R.  Hartley  (Soc.  and   Lab.)      . .          . .     2,580 

Liberal  Majority  over  Unionist   ..          ..     1,584 

June  27.— Right  Hon.  A.  Birrell,  M.P.,  and  Mr.  J.  Dillon,  M.P.,  at  Bristol. 
June  28. — Sir  Rufus  Isaacs,  K.C.,  M.P.,  at  Newcastle. 
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